
ST JAMES CATHOLIC PARISH 
721 N 57 AVE W 

DULUTH MN 55807 

 
May 21, 2020 
 

Good afternoon, 

 

This is an important message regarding the next phase in opening masses to the public.   
 

As you may have heard, the Bishops of Minnesota agreed to open masses to the public beginning Tuesday, May 

26th.  Below is a brief summary of the letter they released.  Following the summary, is St. James’s plan to open 

mass to the public. 
 

Letter from the Bishops: 

 

1. Public masses may be celebrated at 1/3 capacity.  

2. The Sunday obligation will continue to be dispensed until everyone can safely return. 

3. Those who 65+ are encouraged to remain at home although they are still permitted to attend mass. 

4. Masks are encouraged but not required. 

5. This is an act of civil disobedience towards the Governor’s order for churches to keep services under 10 people so 

we must acknowledge that there may, though it is unlikely, be police intervention. 

 
 

St. James’s Plan: 

 

1. Masses will be offered Monday-Wednesday at 8am (St. James),Thursday at 8am (St. Elizabeth), Saturday 

at 4:30pm (St. James), and Sunday at 8:30am (St. Elizabeth) and 10:30am (St. James).  ALL MASSES WILL 

BE EQUAL and Sundays are not an obligation.  We encourage you to pick a day of the week to regularly come so 

as to spread out our attendance numbers. 

**if we reach 1/3 capacity, we will have to turn people away at the door. 
2. Every third pew will be taped off and social distancing must be maintained except for people of the same 

household. 

3. Pews will be wiped down after every mass. If you would like to volunteer to help, we will post a sign up on our 

website. 

4. Ushers will stand at the doors to count parishioners in attendance.  They will turn people away when we reach 1/3 

capacity. If you would like to be an usher, there will be a sign up and training posted on the website as well. 

5. There will be no lectors, no altar servers, and no music at any of the masses at this time. 

6. There will be a contactless collection at every mass. 

7. There will be tape for Communion lines.  The Eucharist may only be received in the hands, no reception on the 

tongue is allowed. 

8. You are encouraged to wear face masks and bring hand sanitizer though neither are required. 

9. All doors will be propped open and hand sanitizer will be available at the entrance.  If the weather permits, the 

windows will be opened as well. 

10. Please refrain from congregating at the entrance, exit, and gathering space before and after mass. 

11. If you are not comfortable attending mass, you are not obligated.  Those who are 65+ or who have underlying 

health conditions are encouraged to remain at home but are allowed to attend if they so choose.  

12. We will Live Stream Sunday Mass on Facebook and YouTube at 8:30am. 
 

We look forward to welcoming you back to worship.  If you have any questions, let us know.  And again, please 

pick a day of the week that you would like to come to mass. It DOES NOT need to be Sunday.  Know of our 

prayers. 
 

God bless, 

St. James Parish Staff 


